Introduction
The Rab'-e Rashidi complex was the oldest university in Tabriz (13 th century) and was the most active university in that era. This complex was equipped with a big paper factory, a massive library, an educational treatment center (Dar-ol-Shafa), Quranic center (Dar-ol Quran), residential facilities for academic staff, student's quarter, a big caravansary and other facilities. For centuries a declined activities were observed and after severe earthquakes the facilities were completely destroyed. University 1 These indicators are also correlated with the development status of the countries and also were used in ranking of the universities in which 20 % of the total weight is considered for the indexed papers in reputable databases.
2 A number of reports discussed the research status of Iranian institutions in recent years. Moin et al. reported an increased rate of relative share of Iranian researchers in the world scientific production from 0.0003 % to 0.29 % during 1970-2003. 3 Malekzadeh et al. reported a 25 % increased rate in ISI indexed publications from 1993 to 1998. 4 During the years 1997 to 2003, Iran's position was improved considerably concerning the number of published papers.
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A B S T R A C T
Background: Scientometric data is used in evaluating research activities and the publications indexed in known databases are one of the most frequently used tools in scientometric investigations. Methods: The number of publications from Tabriz, Tabriz University of Medical Sciences and its affiliated research centers during last two decades was investigated using the gathered data from Scopus® and the findings were discussed in comparison to the number of publications from Iran. Results: Sharp increased pattern was observed for the publications of Tabriz University of Medical Sciences which is in agreement with the increased pattern of national publications.
Conclusion:
The increased rate of publication number in national level was obtained for Tabriz affiliation and an increase in relative contribution of Tabriz among national publications was observed from year 2005.
Affiliations used by the authors of an institution, is one of the important factors in the representation of the research activities as noticed by Van Raan. 6 Aminpour et al. 7 investigated this topic on the scientific production of a number of Iranian medical universities and summarized different names used by the authors of the investigated institutions. They also concluded that offering research facility and financial support are not enough to promote the scientific productivity of an institution and educating the principles of scientific documentation and indexing skills is necessary. This point is also recommended by others researchers. 8, 9 The aim of this communication is to briefly review the research activities of the universities located in Tabriz, along with Tabriz University of Medical Sciences and its research centers using data extracted from Scopus. The overall status of Iran is also considered to present the contribution rate in national level.
Data
The numbers of articles published by researchers of Iran, Tabriz and Tabriz University of Medical Sciences in affiliation search of Scopus were collected.
10 A set of data was collected in Sept. 2011 and an updated data set was collected in Feb. 2015 and the variations were compared. Table 1 lists the number of publications with the affiliation of Tabriz in different subject areas of Scopus. According to the data collected in Sept. 2011, "Medicine" is the leading subject with the relative frequency of 14.1 % followed by "Engineering" and "Chemistry" with 12.4 and 9.9 %, respectively. There are similar patterns when compared with the national pattern. Differences are observed in the relative frequencies of the publications in the field of "Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmaceutics", "Dentistry" and "Nursing" where the relative frequencies are nearly twice of national figures. The same patterns were observed in "Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmaceutics" and "Nursing" subjects and a decreased relative contribution was obtained for "Dentistry" in the recent evaluation. Concerning total number of publications, it was increased by a factor of 2.22 from Sept 2011 to Feb 2015. Four main universities located in Tabriz and their number of publications are reported in Table 2 along with Tabriz University of Medical Sciences. The Deneshgah Tabriz (or University of Tabriz) is the leading one followed by Tabriz University of Medical Sciences. It should be added that these leading universities were separated in 1985 as noticed in introduction, so the publications of Tabriz University of Medical Sciences in earlier years were indexed as Daneshgah Tabriz publications in many databases including Scopus. In addition, some authors from Tabriz University of Medical Sciences were used other affiliations as reported in Table 2 . Authors of Islamic Azad University of Tabriz (N=1705) were also used another affiliation, i.e. Daneshgah Azad Eslami (N=1330). We considered sum of these values in Table 2 as the number of publications. Table 3 lists the top ten journals publishing the articles of Iranian authors, along with the data of top ten journals publishing the articles of Tabriz authors. Quality of journals is not satisfying and the authors should pay more attention in their journal selection. In addition the credits of these papers should be more carefully evaluated by the Senate of the universities. 
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Contribution of Tabriz academia in research activities Table 4 lists the search terms in affiliation, Hindex, number of publications, and years of the first indexed articles of the research centers of Tabriz University of Medical Sciences. Significant increases were observed in the number of indexed articles from various research centers in which more significant increase was observed for "Neuroscience Research Center". Concerning the H-index as a qualitative measure of research activities, again significant improvements were observed with the highest rate of 3 for "Tuberculosis and Lung Disease Research Center". The Iranian ministry of health and medical education conducts a ranking among supported research centers using quantitative and qualitative measures. According to these ranks, Immunology research center was jumped from 345 (in 2011) to 92 (in 2015) and Cardiovascular research center from 153 to 61. Table 5 lists top ten papers of Iran from citation point of view. The top cited papers were published in top journals and 50% of the papers belong to medical subjects. In addition, most of these top cited papers were co-authored by multiple-authors from different countries. Table 6 presents top cited ten papers published by authors from Tabriz affiliation, six of them belong to chemistry subject in which four papers were published by Prof. Daneshvar's research group. Table 7 reports top ten papers with the higest citations from authors of Tabriz University of Medical Sciences. Six papers were authored by researchers of "Faculty of Pharmacy", and four papers by authors from "Faculty of Medicine". Prof. Barzegar-Jalali and Dr. Azarmi with two top cited papers have the best position from citation viewpoint. The audience of the journal, its impact factor, novelty of the work, type of report (review or original), reputation of the authors and also contributions from international institutions are some of the main characteristics of top cited papers in Tables 5-7 . Table 8 lists top ten authors from Iran, Tabriz and Tabriz University of Medical Sciences in the affiliation field of Scopus collected along with some details gathered using author search of Scopus in Feb. 2015.
As it is evident, there are some changes in the ranks of the top ten authors in three groups investigated in this work from data set of 2011 to the recent data set collected in 2015. As a conclusion, the increased pattern of the number of publications in national level was confirmed for the researchers of Tabriz. In addition to the shortage of research budget and its mismanagement, there are a number of affective parameters influencing the number of publications; including, availability of research materials, low technical skills of the research assistants in the basic and clinical fields, the problems associated with the academic writing skills and also involvement of most of the medical researchers in the educational and treatment activities which makes the time management for research as a hard task. Despite of these facts, increased number of publications reveals that research activities were acknowledged by policy makers of higher education in Iran.
To improve the quality of research activities and outputs, according to the findings from this study, authors should try to publish their results in mor qualified journals to get more citation and the research policy makers should pay more attention to this point in directing research activities. 
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